The Law and the Promise - Galatians 3:15-25

Topics:
Believe, Bible, Covenant, Faith, God, Jesus Christ, Law, Mediator,
Promises, Righteousness, Sin

Open It
1. Where do you keep important personal or family documents?

2. Ifyou lost all your legal papers, what would you do?

3. What is the oldest legal document you possess?

Explore It
4. What spiritual truth did Paul explain by using an everyday
example? (3:15-16)

5. Through whom were the promises of Abraham fulfilled? (3:16)




How long after the promises to Abraham was the Law given?
(3:17)

7. What was the relationship of the Law to the covenant? (3:17)
8. What was the promised inheritance? (3:18)

9. What was the purpose of the Law? (3:19)

10.  How was the Law put into effect? (3:19)

11. The Law required a mediator; how was the promise given to

humanity without a mediator? (3:20)




12. Why did God give both the Law and promises? (3:21-22)

13. How did the Law pave the way for the gospel? (3:22-23)

14. What freedom did faith in Christ bring? (3:23-25)

15. How did Christ’s coming change the role of the Law? (3:24-25)
Get It

16.  Why did Paul go to such lengths to explain Law and grace?

17. When have you perceived God as a harsh disciplinarian?




18. How much of your experience as a Christian is based on a set of
rules?

19. Ifyou had lived in Old Testament times, how would you have
benefited from living under the Law?

20. How does faith in Christ set us free from legalism?

21.  How has faith in Christ set you free from legalism?

22.  How does God fulfill His promises in your life?

Apply It

23.  How can you help an unbelieving friend understand that being a

good, law-abiding person is not enough to get right with God?




24.  What life-changing promise of God do you want to hold on to this
week?

25.  For what spiritual inheritance can you praise God today?
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS




1. Where do you keep important
personal or family documents?

Open It
Questions
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2. Ifyoulost all your legal
papers, what would you do?

Open It
Questions

3.  What is the oldest legal
document you possess?

Open It
Questions




Introduction

Paul turned to an illustration from the Galatians’
daily experience to help them understand the
principles of law and grace. He found parallels
in the making and executing of human
agreements to the way that God deals with us. In
3:15-18 he used the Judaizers’ own arguments
against them. They had argued that Moses’ law
was a fuller and more complete expression of
the covenant given to Abraham. Paul reversed
their train of thought and showed that God’s
promise to Abraham was a promise made prior
to Moses.
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Read: Galatians 3:15-25

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS




Explore It
Questions

4. What spiritual truth did Paul
explain by using an everyday
example? (3:15-16)
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Explore It
Questions

4. ‘What spiritual truth did Paul explain by
using an everyday example? (3:15-16)

15 Dear brothers and sisters, here’s an example
from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or
amend an irrevocable agreement, so it is in this
case.

16 God gave the promises to Abraham and his
child. And notice that the Scripture doesn’t say
“to his children,” as if it meant many
descendants. Rather, it says “to his child”—and
that, of course, means Christ. (3:15-16 NLT)
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Explore It
Questions

5. Through whom were the
promises of Abraham
fulfilled? (3:16)
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5. Through whom were the promises of
Abraham fulfilled? (3:16)

God gave the promises to Abraham and his
child. And notice that the Scripture doesn’t say “to

Explore It his children,” as if it meant many descendants.
P - Rather, it says “to his child”—and that, of course,
Questions means Christ. (3:16 NLT)
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6. How long after the promises
to Abraham was the Law
given? (3:17)

Explore It
Questions

14

6. How long after the promises to
Abraham was the Law given?

@17

This is what I am trying to say: The
agreement God made with Abraham could
Explore It not be canceled 430 years later when God
Questions gave the law to Moses. God would be
breaking his promise. (3:17 NLT)

15




Explore It
Questions

7. What was the relationship of

the Law to the covenant?
(3:17)
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Explore It
Questions

7. What was the relationship of the Law to
the covenant? (3:17)

This is what I am trying to say: The
agreement God made with Abraham could
not be canceled 430 years later when God
gave the law to Moses. God would be
breaking his promise. (3:17 NLT)
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Explore It
Questions

8. What was the promised
inheritance? (3:18)
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Explore It
Questions

8. ‘What was the promised
inheritance? (3:18)

For if the inheritance could be received by
keeping the law, then it would not be the
result of accepting God’s promise. But God
graciously gave it to Abraham as a promise.

(3:18 NLT)
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Explore It
Questions

9. What was the purpose of the
Law? (3:19)
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Explore It
Questions

9. ‘What was the purpose of the Law?
(E:19)

Why, then, was the law given? It was given
alongside the promise to show people their
sins. But the law was designed to last only
until the coming of the child who was
promised. God gave his law through angels
to Moses, who was the mediator between
God and the people. (3:19 NLT)
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10. How was the Law put into
effect? (3:19)

Explore It
Questions
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10. How was the Law put into effect? (3:19)

Why, then, was the law given? It was given
alongside the promise to show people their sins.
But the law was designed to last only until the
coming of the child who was promised. God gave
Explore It his law through angels to Moses, who was the

) mediator between God and the people. (3:19
Questions NLT)
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11. The Law required a mediator;
how was the promise given
to humanity without a

Explore It mediator? (3:20)

Questions
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Explore It
Questions

11.  The Law required a mediator; how
was the promise given to humanity
without a mediator? (3:20)

Now a mediator is helpful if more than one
party must reach an agreement. But God,
who is one, did not use a mediator when he
gave his promise to Abraham. (3:20 NLT)
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Explore It
Questions

12. Why did God give both the
Law and promises? (3:21-22)

26

Explore It
Questions

12. Why did God give both the
Law and promises? (3:21-22)

21]s there a conflict, then, between God’s law and
God’s promises? Absolutely not! If the law could
give us new life, we could be made right with
God by obeying it.

22But the Scriptures declare that we are all
prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s promise of
freedom only by believing in Jesus Christ.

(3:21-22 NLT)
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13. How did the Law pave the
way for the gospel? (3:22-23)

Explore It
Questions
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13. How did the Law pave the way for
the gospel? (3:22-23)

22 But the Scriptures declare that we are all
prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s
promise of freedom only by believing in

Explore It joo> it
p 5 2 Before the way of faith in Christ was
Questions available to us, we were placed under guard

by the law. We were kept in protective
custody, so to speak, until the way of faith
was revealed. (3:22-23 NLT)
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14. What freedom did faith in
Christ bring? (3:23-25)

Explore It
Questions
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Explore It
Questions

14. What freedom did faith in
Christ bring? (3:23-25)

2 Before the way of faith in Christ was available
to us, we were placed under guard by the law. We
were kept in protective custody, so to speak, until
the way of faith was revealed.

24Let me put it another way. The law was our
guardian until Christ came; it protected us until
we could be made right with God through faith.
25 And now that the way of faith has come, we no
longer need the law as our guardian.

(3:23-25NLT)
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Explore It
Questions

15. How did Christ’s coming
change the role of the Law?
(3:24-25)
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Explore It
Questions

15. How did Christ’s coming change
the role of the Law? (3:24-25)

24 et me put it another way. The law

was our guardian until Christ came; it
protected us until we could be made right
with God through faith.

5 And now that the way of faith has come,
we no longer need the law as our guardian.

(3:24-25 NLT)
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Get It Questions
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Get It
Questions

16.

Why did Paul go to such lengths
to explain Law and grace?

17. When have you perceived God as

a harsh disciplinarian?
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Get It
Questions

18.

19.

How much of your experience as
a Christian is based on a set of
rules?

If you had lived in Old Testament
times, how would you have
benefited from living under the
Law?
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20. How does faith in Christ set us
free from legalism?

21. How has faith in Christ set you
free from legalism?

Get It
Questions
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22. How does God fulfill His
promises in your life?

Get It
Questions
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Apply It Questions
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23. How can you help an
unbelieving friend understand
that beinga  good, law-
abiding person is not enough to
get right with God?

Questions 24. What life-changing promise of
God do you want to hold on to
this week?
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25. For what spiritual inheritance can
you praise God today?

Apply It
Questions

41

14



